
Chairman’s Report 2017 
Beverly Te Huia 

 

On behalf of Nga Maia, I would like to first acknowledge this whare that 

welcomes and protects us this evening.  I would like to acknowledge the 

traditional land owners, tupuna and elders whom bring spirit. 

I would like to acknowledge and ask that we remember all of our own tupuna 

and elders present and past and especially those who have protected our 

Matauranga Maori within our realm of birth.  A special mention at this time of 

our Kuia Mina Timutimu, whom will be remembered as a significant and nobel 

figure. 

I want to also thank Manuhiri for joining us this evening as we celebrate who we 

are as wahine ma.  

The Nga Maia AGM is always a significant event on our calendar - a national 

celebration of the contribution made by Maori Midwives and people, who 

struggle for a place in a shared nation.  

For Nga Maia, 2017 cemented some small but important wins which signify the 

turning of a corner.  

Turanga Kaupapa and its rebirth in 2017 speaks of a struggle for recognition and 

a determination to achieve a rightful place.  

It also speaks of a spirit that drives us all forward to a future where Maori rights 

are realised and the special place Maori people hold in our nation.  

Next year Nga Maia can look forward to reconnecting with Turanga Kauapapa 

within our Rohe, where courage and determination is making a real difference.   

This courage and determination has recently been capture within    Hawkes Bay, 

where the District Health Board created a New Leadership Role within 

Maternity for a Maori Midwifery Leader.  Nga Maia Ki Kahugnunu, was pivotal 

in this creation, where up to 47% births are Maori.  Our Nga Maia Rep, Shanoon 

Bradshaw will be supported by our members in her new professional role and 

we wish to send her our well wishes.  

This is an example of where Nga Māia has influenced there local bodies to 

support Maori leadership, and within this changing time, where a 37 year old 



wahine has been chosen to lead our country it inspires me to believe that 

opportunities exist now.  

Maori are diverse and we live in interesting times where hapu treaty settlements 

and Iwi authorities  jostle for a place 

And where whanau and hapu plans combined to give strength to influence local 

government bodies.   

Where Tuhoe celebrate and exercise their tionoranga tira tanga over their social 

and health services  

Where Ngati toa have governance of their PHO. 

And Where Nga Maia continues to encourage our diverse Maori Midwives to be 

who you are and to share your passion because it will take all of us.  

This was the drive in developing our new technology.  

An App for all our members and women to come together and share our stories.  

A virtual place in which we can connect and move forward, all together. 

Today Nga Maia launchers our App.  

This is just a tool and is only as good as our users and so today I encourage us 

all to pick up and run with this new technology that can bring Nga Māia into its 

new era whilst we share and hold on to our traditions.  

  On this note,  I would like to conclude with this quote 

If not us, then who? 

If not now, then when?  

 

Let it be Nga Māia and let it be now.  

Kia kaha, kia Ora, kia manawanui. 

 


