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Tena Koutou Katoa.   

No tou rourou, no toku rourou, kia ora the iwi 

What you have in you basket and what I have in mine, the combination will enhance all peoples 
wellbeing. 

The Nga Maia Hui A Tau is always a significant event on our calendar.  It signifies and 

cements our place as Tangata Whenua while we celebrate our contributions made as 

Maori Midwives and people.   Its an opportunity to come together as Wahine Maori and 

celebrate what our tipuna have passed on, and share with others who are thirsty to learn. 

At this time I would like to acknowledge our Kaumatua and Kuia, who are here with us, 

both in person and in spirit. May their guidance, wisdom and continued aroha 

encourage our fighting spirit in times of trial and bring comfort when we are lost.  

Whaea Raina Ferris and Matua Henare Kani have always found time to provide this 

guiding light and so we thank them.  

To our midwives providing care and support to women and whanau.  Don't forget to 

find time for your own families and take care of yourselves.  As Maori Midwives, you are 

unique and rare.   

And to our student Midwives.  Lean on each other to provide the support to ‘get 

through’.  We need each and everyone of you.     

Lastly, to our friends and whanau.  We do this because of you.  



If 2017 was about our struggle for recognition and a determination to achieve our 

rightful place.  2018 has been about consolidating our presence within our regions and 

the implementation of Turanga Kapapa within the realm of birth in Aotearoa.  

This has been catapulted ahead as we have taken a front seat at the helm of recent 

Waitangi Tribunal 2575 Health claims and hearings, sharing the burdens and concerns 

with other Maori health professionals, iwi, hapu and whanau.  Our day is fast 

approaching when we will be asked to contribute all that we can at the hearings, so that 

our future as Maori and Midwives can be realised and hopefully right the wrongs of the 

past. 

These concerns have not fallen on deaf ears as Nga Maia have been asked to contribute 

towards a new Midwifery framework in Aotearoa.  This is an opportunity for us all, to 

identify the needs of our women, babies and whanau, and so during this three day Hui 

you will be asked to contribute your thoughts and ideas to help guide this process.  

Nga Maia has also been asked to led treaty led discussions within the Ministry of Health 

that can be used as a template for other professional groups.  We have welcomed this 

initiative as we believe Nga Maia has a lot to contribute towards equity in health.  We 

also ask for your contributions through our planning day at this hui. 

These are significant contributions which have slowly been realised through the 

dedicated  work of our Nga Maia team.  Our CEO, Jean and Te Huia and administrator 

Niki Ormsby need acknowledgment for their commitment and steadfastness.  Their role 

as volunteers far exceed expectations to ‘carry out’ what s necessary to progress our 

cause.  Their work continues to be invaluable to the work and direction of Nga Maia.  In 

addition, my thanks go to Pauline for her role as co-chair and wise friend and also the 

trustees for all their continued support. 

I want to acknowledge the other groups that continue to engage with us.  The 

relationships and trust which has been built with Ministry of health leaders, Midwifery 

Heads of Schools, DHB leaders, Council and College means that we are not just 

recognised, but are leaders in providing innovative solutions.   



Nga Maia is currently progressing discussions in finding solutions in Maori health 

Innovations 2018 and Health Work Force New Zealand.   

Both have the potential to address significant Maori Midwifery shortages and the 

opportunity to determine what Maternity care should look like for our high needs Maori 

population. 

With that in mind, I want to wish you all the very best for a wonderful Hui A Tau.  My 

sincerest apologies for my absence as your Chair person at this time.  I have a beautiful 

2 week old baby whom reminds me daily the reasons for our role as Maori women and 

Midwives.   

Take home message:  Celebrate each others wins and support each other through trials.  

We have a lot to contribute and we need us all. 

No reira tenei te mihi kia koutou katoa. 

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui. 

Na Bev. 

Beverly Te Huia 

Chairperson 


